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firm foundations, shining bright

Attendance:
Our whole-school attendance from the beginning of term (8th January) to date is 96.3%.

This is great to hear, we remain above the national average and are getting ever closer to our school tar-
get of 97%. This is especially pleasing during the winter months.

Online Safety

Attached is a newsletter from the National
College on the increasingly popular game
‘Among Us’, including age restrictions, poten-
tial spending risk and the online chat func-
tions. As with all games with an online func-
tion, careful parental monitoring and knowing

i

the intricacies of these games will support en- '
suring all of our children remain as safe online ‘ @ @ .

as they can be.




Parking on Delavour Road:

You may have noticed that the council has painted single yellow lines on Delavour Road, just opposite
school. Please be mindful of these new restrictions!

Information regarding bullying

At St Peter’s, we define bullying using the definition from the Anti-Bullying Alliance:

“The repetitive, intentional hurting of one person or group by another person or group, where the rela-
tionship involves an imbalance of power. Bullying can be physical, verbal or psychological. It can happen
face-to-face or online”

Many forms of disagreements between children are not classified as bullying. We always try to resolve
disagreements at school with a process of understanding, support and consequence. If you are con-
cerned that your child may be being bulled, please inform your child’s class teacher, and it will be inves-
tigated and escalated to the SLT.

Visitors in school

From April 2024,

We have had lots of visitors in school over the last eligible working parents [
couple of weeks, from the Local Authority to contrac- of 2 year-olds will be
tors, technicians and Governors. One common theme able to access 15 hours

throughout has been the positive comments and childcare support.

feedback regarding the conduct of the children. It is e
Applications are now open.

always a proud moment for school staff when visitors www.childcarechoices.gov.uk
are proactive in commenting on the manners, behav-
iour and confidence of our children. Well done every- 4 “?’ “
one for demonstrating our Peters values of Respect, -

-z-
Pride and Effort! s

u_.

Diary Dates:

Please see below for a brief overview of key dates over the next two weeks.
Monday 29th January—F2 library visit

Friday 2nd February— Y6 NHS Height & Weight survey

Friday 2nd February—Friends of St Peter’s Glow Disco

Wednesday 7th February—Christine Blair from Rock of Joy to visit Y5/6
Tuesday 13th February—Friends of St Peter's Pancake Flip

Tuesday 13th February—Friends of St Peter's Pancake Flip

Kind regards,

Michael Parry
Website: http://www.stpeters-heswall.wirral.sch.uk Twitter: @heswallstpeters
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/heswallstpeters Instagram: @heswallstpeters




ucakes

eet at 10am at the Lighthouse
dressed forh;te; picking in Heswall.

Retg at 1 1.30 fo pancakes

D Liti cker if yo haveon,e ~

N : e
, formg{ nconte t office@heswallparish.co.uk 9
. B

\ e ~..
.. » . B -."R E - . »

. |
o~ B » »
- § e 2
M M \ .




At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted aduits with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
itis necded. This guide focuses on one of many games which we believe trusted aduits should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults,

What Parents & Carers Need to'Know/about i

- -
A multiplayer ‘social deduction’ game set in outer space, Among Us
has since maintained a dedicated fan-base (globally, around 80 million regular players each month) thanks

enjoyed a surge in popularity in 2020, and

3 to its unique nature, simple premise and ease of access across numerous platforms. The game’s on-screen
action revolves around danger, disguise and deception — and there are certain parallels to be drawn with
WHAT ARE some of the real-life risks that parents and carers of young Among Us players need to be aware of.

THE RISKS?

SENSITIVE
PREMISE

In Among Us, up to three
ayers are secretly assigned

0 be alien imposters, tasked
with murde their colleagues
while the survivors try to unmask
them, While the concept’s not far
removed from traditional games like
Wink Murder or TV shows such as
The Traitors, some parents 0:1% feel

GOING OFF

PLATFORM  « a2

While Among Us provides basic
ways to communicate, many
gamers prefer to use external
services such as Discord: a popular
app which offers voice and video
chat functions. These undeniably
make cooperation easier, but also
create a potential route for children '
to hear inappropriate lun%uago -or

uncomfortable about their ¢ for strangers to message
pluylna avideo Ig.omo in which gfrl.vatory an environment which
deception and killing are prioritised, ‘tregulated by the game itsell,

'vé —

The on-screen death of Pl IR( :HAS P %’

:’I::foctorslmuyfbo fundaumogt:l ut‘o S ES e =
gameplay of Among Us, e Y kR Among Us is free to download on g

majority of the animations d;gicd . mol:log devices, and costs less than

this are deliberately cartoonish and £5 to obtain on console and PC. A

only q| r very briefly, However, itis v related longer-term pitfall, though,

worth bearing in mind that the game is that the game also includes

has a PEGI age mti:gol 7 - meaning options to pay for upgrades such as

that certain elements (however removing ads on the mobile version

heavily stylised they may be) could or adding ¢ touches to

still upset some younger players. ) charact such as different

costumes). It's certainly possible

that a child could spend a

significant sum without realising it.

N

CHAT BETWEEN 4 \f
PLAVERS

Withup to 15 le participatin
in eac omopgzgno? a lurcg'EruF of
Among Us’ appealis speculating with
fellow gl.uyors who the imposters
might be and making accusations.
This dialogue through the in-game
text chat can occas Ily become
heated - and could, of course, involve
Boople (including Gduts) who they
nc ults) wi oy SRma - .\
don't know in life. N

y Advice for Parents & Carers

et 1Y,
> , v 40 -
CONSIDER SOFTER ALTERNATIVES @ CHAT ABOUT CHATTING Wee' DISCUSS DISCORD m

Although Among Us is hugely lar with young You might feel it's prudent to talk to your child @ In general, Discord is an lient app for keeping
amers, it's possible that some children mbbgm about the risks associated with voice chat while online communities together because of its use of

d the murder themes unsettling. If so, plenty of B goming, explaining in :cnlculat that strangers dedicated individual servers, which allow
similar social deduction games are availal :kn both online aren’t always who they claim to be, Keeping comprehensive control over who can join - and who
digital and traditional board e formats) which the conversation relaxed will reinforce your child's can't, Once you're familiar with the platform, you
downplay the potentially grislier elements: some confidence that they can always come to you with 4 could set up a secure server for your child and their
centre around undercover spies, for instance, and any online concerns - not just about Among Us, but friends to communicate during dgomos of Among Us,
there's even a Marvel s “themed variant. any potential future issues as well, - with no access for people they don't know. ).
—— g T ARG A i
AMONG US, AMONG FRIENDS > STOP SURPRISE SPENDING ’
’ =
When your child and their friends get together, they can onjor ] If you're concerned about the possibility of your child
private game of Among Us by choos(ng a ‘local’ lobby - that is, onl racking up an unexpected bill on Among Us’ microtransactions,
people connected to the same WiFi (your home network, for examp! o? you could consider using a prepaid card with a set limit. Likewise, you
can enter, This prevents any random online users - who may be tota could specify in the game's options that adult authorisation is required for

strangers - from joining and removes the need for voice chat, as the every purchase - or you could make sure that no payment methods are
players are all physically in the same location. enabled on the device that your child plays the game on,
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Meet Our Expert

Lioyd Coomitss is Editor in Chiol of gorming and esports site GGRe v \' .

Bk worked in the gaming madk for around four yoars, A re \ ’ B

the App Stom 1o try ous hew toals, he's dio o parent who ur \ A58 % A ﬁafet Y .

veile of online safety, Wiiting mainly about tech aned feness, F -

have boon publis bed on influential sites including IGN and TochRao #w -
akeUpWednesday

—. I
' @natonlinesafety n [NationalOnli neSafety @ @nationalonlinesafety d‘ @national_online_safety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 04.10,.2023



F2F have enjoyed
learning all about
the season of win-
ter this week. The
children have
demonstrated our
school value of
‘teamwork’ when
completing many
different activities,
including finding
different ways to
melt the ice in our
outdoor area!
H#Teamwork
#foundationstage
#snow
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3/4C have been
learning about
graphic scores in
music lessons, in
preparation for
their trip to the
Philharmonic in
March. They lis-
tened to Vi-
valdi’s I'Olympi-
ade and repre-
sented what
they heard, in-
cluding their
learning about
dynamics.
#effort
HPETERSvalues #
liverpoolphilhar-
monic




