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What is Phonics? 
 Phonics is teaching children to read and write through 

breaking down words in separate sounds or phonemes. 

Children then ‘blend’ these sounds together to read the 
whole word. 



These are the sounds that children are taught in phonics sessions 
during Foundation to Year 2.  

They are taught in different ‘phases’, according to how difficult and 
common the sound is. 

What is Phonics? 
 

Phase 2 word 

Phase 5 word 







In Year 1/2 we teach phonics discretely 4 
times a week for 20 minutes. 
 

Children are taught phonics in their English 
group. 
 

The phonics skills taught in phonics lessons 
are reinforced and applied during English 
and other lessons. 

What is Phonics? 
 



Phonics language 
 Phoneme – the smallest single sound.  

Grapheme – the written representation of a sound. 

Digraph - two letters making one sound, e.g. sh, ch, th, ph. 

Trigraph – three letters making one sound e.g. igh, ear, air. 

Split digraph - two letters, split, making one sound, e.g. a-e as in make or i-e 
in site 

Segmenting - to split up a word into its individual phonemes in order to 
spell it, e.g. the word 'cat' has three phonemes: /c/, /a/, /t/. 

Blending - to draw individual sounds together to pronounce a word, e.g. s-n-
a-p, blended together, reads snap. 

Homophone – two words that sound the same but have different spellings 
and meanings e.g. see, sea. 



Phonics  
Check  



The phonics screening check is a national test completed by 
all year 1 children.   
 
It shows how the children are able to decode.  
 
The phonics check also helps identify the children who 
need extra help so they can receive the support they need 
to improve their reading skills. These children will then be 
able to retake the check in year 2. 
 
The check comprises a list of 40 words and non-words 
which the child will read one-to-one with a teacher.  
 
It is done with a teacher in a relaxed and friendly 
environment and is nothing to worry about. 



It has real 
words... 



and alien/ 
nonsense/ 

pseudo words... 



How you can help... 
 
 

Continue to sound out real and 
nonsense words, especially using some 
of the tougher digraphs and trigraphs  

ir/ur/igh/ear/air/e_e/o_e etc.   
 

There is a lot of practise material on line. 



Spelling, 
Punctuation 

and Grammar 
(SPaG) 



Year 1- The highlights 
Spelling 

* Spell High Frequency Words 

* Adding s and es to words 

* Adding –er and –est to adjectives 

*Adding the endings –ing, –ed and –er to verbs 

* Spell words including the 40 graphemes 



Year 2- The highlights 
Spelling   

The /aɪ/ sound spelt –y at the end of 
words 
Adding –es to nouns and verbs ending 
in consonant-letter–y  
Adding –ed, –ing, –er and –est to root 
words ending in  
consonant-letter–y 
The /i:/ sound spelt –ey 
Adding –ing, –ed, –er, –est and –y to 
words of one syllable ending in a single 
consonant letter after a single vowel 
letter 
Adding the endings –ing, –ed, –er, –est 
and –y to words ending in  
vowel-letter–consonant-letter–e 

The /n/ sound spelt kn and (less often) gn at 
the beginning of words 
The /ɹ/ sound spelt wr at the beginning of 
words 
The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –le at the end of 
words 
The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –el at the end of 
words 
The /l/ or /əl/ sound spelt –al at the end of 
words 
Words ending –il 
The /ʒ/ sound spelt s 
 

 
                             ...and much more! 



Year 1- 100 words to learn 

Common 
exception words 



Year 2- 200 words to learn  

Common 
exception 
words 



Spelling - Letter Names 

Children are expected in KS1 to know all 26 

letter names and be able to link these to the 

written letters. 

When spelling (orally) children are to be 

encouraged to use letter names rather than 

sounds. 

 



How do we teach spelling? 
• Children are taught spelling as part of their phonics 

lessons but it is reinforced in other subjects.   

 

• As a school we have decided to engage the children in 
games and activities which allow them to practise their 
spellings rather than having discrete spelling tests. 

 

• We do not correct every spelling mistake in a child’s work 
but choose up to 3 words for the child to correct.  These 
are words that the child has previously been taught or 
tricky words. 

 



Year 1- The highlights 
Writing 

* Sound out and write sentences using punctuation    . ! ? 

* Reread what they have written so it makes sense 

* Use capital letters 

* Use conjunction ‘and’ to join sentences 

TERMINOLOGY TO USE: letter, capital letter, word, singular, plural, 
sentence, punctuation, full stop, question mark, exclamation mark 

* Plural noun suffixes –s or –es    dog, dogs; wish, wishes 

* Prefix un– changes the meaning of verbs and adjectives  
undoing: untie the boat 

* Suffixes that can be added to verbs - helping, helped, helper 



Year 2- The highlights 
Writing 

* Narratives, real events, poetry, non-fiction 

* Evaluate their writing, re-read, check it and improve 
 * Read aloud their writing 

* Nouns, Pronouns, fronted adverbials, conjunctions, 
adverbs, prepositions,  

* Using commas 

  

* Direct speech- inverted commas 

TERMINOLOGY TO USE: noun, noun phrase, statement, question, 
exclamation, command, compound, suffix, adjective, adverb, 
verb, tense (past, present)  apostrophe, comma   



 



Marking and setting targets... 
• When we mark work we 

often use a code to 
represent many of the 
skills we are learning. 

 

 

 

 

• The children and 
teachers will 
often award 
themself a star 
and a next step. 



Examples of 
questions children 

are expected to 
answer. 








